




Our goal is to make tobacco control

Since December 2003, the Center for Health Services
Research and Development, American University of
Armenia (CHSR/AUA) led an ambitious multi-pronged
tobacco control project being implemented in
partnership with the Armenian Public Health
Association and the Armenian Public Health Union.
Together they formed a voluntary consortium, the
Armenian Public Health Alliance (ArmPHA), to multiply
efforts in building public support for the development
and implementation of tobacco control policy in
Armenia.

This multi-year project was supported by the Open
Society Institute Assistance Foundation – Armenia and
the OSI Network Public Health Program.

The project team was instrumental in facilitating a
public debate for de-normalization of smoking in the
Armenian society and building stronger support for
implementation of tobacco control policies.  “We were
following evidence-based approaches. A number of
resources were on fingertip, we tried not to miss any.
And of course, the project greatly benefited from the
advice and stewardship of the public health and political
science faculty who were involved since the planning
stage”, acknowledged Dr. Narine Movsisyan, the OSI
tobacco control policy project director.
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efforts effective and sustainable

Public advocacy, stakeholders' education, and
media partnerships were the main tools
employed for achievement of project goals.
The activities included raising awareness
among diverse influential groups, such as
members of the National Assembly, journalists,
state officials, and also uniting non-
governmental organizations into the public
Coalition for Tobacco Free Armenia.  The
project team, with the Coalition support, carried
out a number of letter-writing campaigns,
numerous discussions, press-conferences,
and other events.  The Coalition convened
three national meetings to discuss and support
the public and state efforts for advancement of
tobacco control policy in Armenia.

Within this project, the CHSR/AUA team
conducted a population-based survey of public
perceptions and attitudes toward tobacco
control policy attempting to develop an
evaluation tool for the assessment of the
tobacco control efforts.  The project also
facilitated the maturation of the civil society
organizations and their expertise in this
important public health field through
participation in international professional and
civil society networks.

The success of the project can be measured by
the improved national tobacco control policy,
greater publicity and awareness about the
issue of tobacco control, and the government's
stronger support for tobacco control (including
accession to the international treaty on tobacco
control and allocations of state funds).
However, daily efforts are necessary to sustain
active tobacco control efforts in Armenia, and
we must learn from the lessons of the past to be
more effective in the future by documenting
what was already achieved.




